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THE SEEAH.

THE Seeah, or Seeaha, is the daily ledger or account-
book of the receipts and disbursements of the village.

It commences the day on which the Pooniah is performed,
and terminates with the current year.

An original Seeah has three distinguishing marks at the
top of the first page; for during the Poojah, or religious
ceremony (which always precedes the Pooniah), the Brah-
mun who performs the ceremony mixes a small quantity of
sindhoor (or red ochre) with some ghee, and some huldec
(or turmeric) and chundun (or sandal-wood) with water;
and a small portion of these three mixtures, each about the
size of a rupee, is put upon the first leaf of the Sccuh, the
name of some Hindoo deity having been previously en*
grossed.

The Poojah, or worship, is usually performed by the
Poorkayut Brahmun of the Pooniah Patur Ryot; though it
is sometimes performed by the Poorkayut Bruhmun of the
Gomastu.

The Ryot whose family have for generations been in
the habit of paying the first money at the Pooniah, in de-
nominated the Pooniah Patur Ryot; and at the Pooniult he
pays (according to custom) his rupee or two into the hands
of the Gomastu, who, taking it, makes it over to the Bruh-
mun, who places it in the tilea, or receiving vessel.

The Poojah is generally in honour of Liitchmec, the
goddess of fortune', and the time of performing it is fixed
by the Brahmuns, who choose some hour and day which
they consider fortunate and auspicious*

The Pooniah usually takes place in the month* of Jct'li
and Assar.